Capenhurst and Ledsham Parish Council 
Minutes of Parish Council 
 
	 
Date 
 
	 
8th July 2025 
 

	 
Time 
 
	 
7pm 

	 
Attendees 
 
	 
Cllr Ann Clowes (Chair), Cllr Tania Foster (Vice Chair), Cllr Christine Pemberton, Cllr Joyce Tomlinson, Cllr Tracey Royle, Cllr Gareth Baker, Cllr Simon Eardley, Laura Johnson (Urenco), Julia Hanlon (Urenco). Glyn Evans (Urenco Senior Project Manager TMF) Roger Goulding CWAC. Residents Carol & Robert Daniels. 
 

	 
Location &
 Details 
 
	 
Capenhurst Court, Urenco 
 


 
	1.
	Procedural Matters: - 
	AC

	
	i. Apologies – Cllr Jamie Davies, Cllr Mark Brassington
	

	
	ii. Communication – All relevant communication sent onto Councilors prior to meeting.
	

	
	iii. Declaration of Interest - Need completing ASAP
	

	
	iv. Matters arising from notes from the last meeting - Minutes accepted, proposed by Cllr A. Clowes and seconded by Cllr T. Foster, all present agreed.
	

	
	v. Resignations & vacancies –   Cllr Colette Francis sabbatical was approved to be reviewed in November 2025
	

	
	vi. Dates of Future Meetings & Locations: -
	

	
	Tuesday 2nd September 2025, Capenhurst Court, Urenco
Tuesday 4th November 2025, Capenhurst Court, Urenco
Tuesday 6th January 2026, Capenhurst Court, Urenco
Tuesday 3rd March 2026, Capenhurst Court, Urenco

	
	vii. Notice of any urgent AOB - None
	

	
	
	

	2.
	Visiting Officers: - 
	RG

	2. 
	Roger Goulding Green Infrastructure Lead at CWAC 
	3. 

	· 
	Badgers Rake Area – Biodiversity Net Gain project
	· 

	
	Plans from CWAC on this area are to improve and protect local wildlife and woodland as part of a BNG scheme. This will not be open to the public or advertised as a place to visit. There will be no facilities for the public and the gate will remain locked for now with a small passing to the side for local dog walkers. Roger would like to work with Capenhurst and Ledsham Parish Council to ensure everyone has input into the area and plans. He confirmed when questioned that there was no need for planning permission as BNG is considered agricultural, and that investment would remain in the project and our area for the full term of the contract.
	

	
	The ground is extremely wet and there are plans for planting willows to eventually be used for cricket bat wood. 
	

	
	Roger does not see a change of use being requested in the future once the woodland is fully fledged any funds generated will be put back into the ongoing maintenance and costs associated with monitoring species of the woodland. 
	

	
	Roger is keen to speak to any local contractors or tradespersons who may wish to provide quotes for any of the work to be undertaken. 
	

	
	There is a plot of land at Badgers Rake which has not been acquired by CWAC and has been privately sold, there is no further information on this currently. 
	

	
	 
	

	
	Cllr. Simon Eardley (report to be attached)
	SE

	
	Simon commented on the positive news about Badgers Rake. Simon explained about a community led highway scheme that will be offering services of a maintenance crew to assist with trees/pathways/hedge trimming/ removing debris/ gully cleaning etc. 
	

	· 
	Local Plan document by CWAC is a review of all planning policies including planning process, issues, options and consultation in relation to planning at CWAC. There is a target for 29,000 new homes in the next 15 years and CWAC needs to meet this goal.
	· 

	
	Hayloft Capenhurst Lane – tenants have applied for lawful development certificate. Everything has been logged with CWAC correctly and Simon is keeping an eye on this. 
	

	
	Drainage – No response yet regarding the cleaning of the culvert in Povey Lane from National Highways.
	

	3.
	Urenco Update (presented by Laura Johnson)
	LJ

	
	Site plan is not yet finished as Urenco have a new Managing Director, Andrew Cottrell, and new SLT Members therefore, the plan has had to be reviewed by new staff coming into the business. The plan is in final stages, and everything previously discussed is still on the table including Village Hall discussions. 
	

	
	Applications – Early planning work for below ground to be resubmitted in next few weeks along with new access/ traffic management plans also. Urenco will keep us updated and engaged with their plans.  
	

	
	Sports England have not been happy with the current proposals and Urenco plan to respond asking what they are looking for and what may be required. 
	

	
	B825 – A large crane had to come through the village recently due to weight issues on the bridge and this will need to come out again in 3 weeks. 
	

	
	Temporary accommodation is required for the A3 East side also some outage works on A3. 
	

	
	Halo proceeding cleaning E23 patio, improving water ponds, building a shield wall to mitigate noise and small improvements to the site.  
	

	
	Glyn Evans was then introduced to the meeting and presented details of the future of the TMF part of the business
	

	4.
	Member Interest Forms – Paper forms have been given to Councilors for them to complete immediately any not completed within the next week position of Councillor will be looked at further as this is a requirement of the role. 
	PM

	5.
	 Police Group – It has been suggested that a joint meeting for all 5 Parish Councils would be beneficial the Capenhurst Village Hall has been offered as a venue for this event on 12st Sept 7-8pm. 
	TF

	6.
	PC Surgery Feedback – 3 Attendees. The fruit trees have not been successful, some have been removed by villagers. There is some graffiti reported in and on the railway bridge in Dunkirk Lane – it is suggested that the railway is contacted once the bridge number is identified. Comments regarding lack of dog bins, messy management of the green/village wildflowers and Penfold needs tidying up. All will be reported.
	AC

	7.
	Community Engagement - There is a tree down which has been reported. The hedges by the railway are overgrown and will be reported. Ledsham Lane hedges and hedges at School House Farm also require cutting. TF to speak to Andrea Grimley re the latter.
	ALL

	8.
	Events- VE Day went well with music and an afternoon tea held at the Rectory Nursing Home, preschool had competitions, chocolates and bubbles for the children and made hand wreaths.  
	TR

	
	Suggestions for the rest of 2025  :-
	

	
	Metal soldier statue for Remembrance Sunday. 
	

	
	Christmas lights / sponsor a bauble 
	

	
	Quiz night with fish and chips  
	

	
	Sunflower competition 
	

	
	Halloween pumpkins 
	

	
	 
	

	9.
	Planning - Hayloft and Laurels Farm is ongoing discussion  
	AC

	
	Pinfolds Paddock has been refused. 
	

	10.
	Finance -  RFO report attached:
Capenhurst & Ledsham Parish Council
Committee Meeting 8th July 2025
RFO report  
We have had our audit, and I am happy to report that we are getting better.  There are a few things that we need to do, and I have printed off the audit for you to read.  Ann, Pippa and I are to meet soon to go through the documentation from previous years that he wants to see on the website.  He was also concerned that when we give one member of the PC authority to spend money without prior estimates it leaves that councillor open to undue criticism, therefore there should be two councillors to agree the spend.  With this in mind, our events budget will be reviewed and set at the same time as our council budget, this also gives time for any donations to be paid in order that the councillors can be reimbursed.
Our present bank balance stands at £13,166.55 today.   A total of £3,447.34 of that remains ring fenced for specified projects.  This figure needs to be checked as my Scribe package went a little haywire and has been reported. We have a donation of £500 from Enrichment Technology Company Limited which was donated towards “an environmental initiative”, and pending other thoughts, I am proposing we use some of it to purchase wildlife cameras to site around the villages.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              Income since our last meeting:
· £430.43 VAT repayment
· £457.38 Urenco donation towards events in 2024
	
Expenditure as agreed at our last meeting:
· £383.26 to Zurich insurance for our council policy.
· £111.15 for our ChALC subscription

Regular expenditure:
· £34.80 in June and July for our accounting package (Scribe)
· £60.72 in June and July for our website and email provision (Easy Websites)
· £133.65 for May wages for Pippa.
· £164.60 for June wages for Pippa, which includes overtime incurred for the AGM (and which I personally feel she has under accounted for)

Invoices awaiting agreement for payment:
None known
TF handed out copies of the Internal Audit. This has been discussed and there are a few points overall a very positive outcome. 
	TF

	
	Declaration of Exemption part of AGAR needs uploading to website – this has now been actioned 
	

	
	Reserves should be declared annually in the AGM – it is noted that this is done within each committee report.
	

	
	Reference 10.7 Audit accepted by all Councillors. 
	

	
	Regarding flowers purchased recently, it was queried whether this should come from cost of the Parish Council - it was agreed yes it should be Tracey proposed Ann seconded. 
	

	11.
	Emergency Plan – Christine has handed out the Emergency Plan document to all Councilors. 
	CP

	12.
	Members Information -  
	AC/PM

	
	CHALC emails have been circulated 
	

	
	NALC emails have been circulated 
	

	
	Training emails have been circulated – Joyce expressed an interest in a session on 25th July 
	

	
	Police Report – PC Harry Whinnett is still covering our area he could not attend tonight’s meeting but is available for any concerns/questions and can be contacted via email.  Please see Item 5 re joint meetings
	

	13.
	Members Information Speaking Time – There are concerns over large potholes and the upcoming running race that this could cause runners a problem and lack of toilet facilities for runners. Potholes will be reported. 
	

	14.
	Meeting Closed- 9.10pm 
	

	15.
	Next Meeting - Tuesday 2nd September 2025, Capenhurst Court, Urenco
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